EANA' European Astrobiology Network Association

Stockholm Astrobiology Declaration
to the national representatives in the Council of ESA

The European Astrobiology community has gathered during their annual assembly in
Stockholm October 15-17, 2012.

The ExoMars Programme is the first ESA mission addressing Astrobiology, the quest for
habitability and life on other planets, a topic of profound scientific and public interest. It is the
logic follow-up action of ESA’s successful Mars Express mission, which has enabled an in-
depth revisiting of Martian history and, in particular, of the role played by water in the most
ancient times. Specifically, the mission demonstrated that Mars once harbored environmental
conditions of potential habitability. These key discoveries paved the way for further Mars
exploration. With ExoMars the next steps towards the discovery of life beyond Earth will be
within reach.

We are writing this declaration in the name of all European scientists working in the field of
Astrobiology and interested in maintaining Europe's capabilities and aspirations on Mars
exploration, as well as reaping the fruits of 10 years of efforts to establish European pre-
eminence in this field. As our national representatives in the Council of ESA we plead that
you take the necessary steps to reinforce the ExoMars Programme and support the coming
decision of ESA to commit launching the astrobiology ExoMars rover mission in 2018, as
planned.

Robotic exploration of the Solar System has been endorsed by the European Commission
Space Advisory Group SAG, with Mars as the ultimate destination. It has been recommended
that a comprehensive Robotic Mars Exploration Programme under European leadership
should become an essential element of a coordinated international space research programme.

There is a need for a consolidated shared vision for robotic exploration of Mars and other
Solar System objects consistent with an international vision, while retaining the European
leadership in essential elements of those programmes. In the name of the scientific
community we ask you to kindly support the European spirit of progress and make the
ExoMars programme a reality.
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Dr. Gerda Horneck
President of the European Astrobiology Network Association EANA
(on behalf of the members of the Executive Council of EANA)



Annex
Members of EANA Executive Council and European astrobiology scientists supporting this
declaration:

Jean-Pierre Bibring, IAS, University Paris Sud, Paris, France

André Brack, Centre de Biophysique Moléculaire, CNRS, Orléans, France

Axel Brandenburg, NORDITA, Stockholm, Sweden

Charles Cockell, UK Centre for Astrobiology, University of Edinburgh, U.K.

Hervé Cottin, LISA, University Paris Est-Creteil, France

Rosa De la Torre, Dpm. Observacion de la Tierra, INTA, Madrid, Spain

Susana Direito, University of Leiden, NL

Pascale Ehrenfreund, University of Leiden, NL; Space Policy Institute, George Washington
University, Washington, USA

David Field, University of Aarhus, Denmark

Beda Hofmann, Naturhistorisches Museum, Bern, Switzerland

Nils Holm, Department of Geological Sciences, Stockholm University, Sweden

Gerda Horneck, DLR, Institute of Aerospace Medicine, K6ln, Germany

Emmanuelle Javaux, Geology Department, University of Li¢ge. Belgium

Jan Jelicka, Charles University in Prague, Institute of Geochemistry, Mineralogy and Mineral
Resources, Prague, Czech Republic

Jean-Luc Josset, Space Exploration Institute, Neuchatel, Switzerland

Kensei Kobayashi, Yokohama National University, Japan

Helmut Lammer, Institut fiir Weltraumforschung (IWF), (OAW-FZG), Graz, Austria

Harry Lehto, Tuorla Observatory, University of Turku, Piikki6, Finland

Kirsi Lehto, University of Turku, Turku, Finland

Nigel Mason, Open University, Milton Keynes, U.K

Christian Muller, Belgian Institute for Space Aeronomy and B.USOC, Brussels, Belgium

Juan Perez-Mercader, Dept. of Earth and Planetary Sciences and Origin of Life Initiative,
Harvard University, USA; former Director of CAB (INTA-CSIC) Madrid, Spain

Frangois Raulin, LISA, University Paris Est-Creteil, France

Petra Rettberg, DLR, Institute of Aerospace Medicine, K6ln, Germany

Gyorgyi Ronto, Semmelweis University, Budapest, Hungary

Alan W. Schwartz, Editor in Chief of Orgins of Life and Evolution of Biospheres, Radboud
University Nijmegen, NL

Tilman Spohn, DLR, Institut fiir Planetenforschung, Berlin, Germany

Helga Stan-Lotter, Department of Microbiology, University of Salzburg, Austria

Ewa Szuszkiewicz, CASA*, University of Szczecin, Poland

Frances Westall, Centre de Biophysique Moléculaire, CNRS, Orléans, France



